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Inhoud van deze presentatie 

� het fenomeen ‘urban gulls’

� huidige onderzoek

� oplossingsrichtingen uit huidig onderzoek

� structurele oplossingen



Urban breeding Herring Gulls: Aspecs of biology in Lorient (Britanny, 
France)

Derian, G.  2007 Alauda 75 (4), pp. 353)372 

A ten)year study of urban breeding Herring Gulls has been carried out in 
Lorient, Britany (France). The nests of the main group are found on a sloping 
roof, and density remains low (0.3 to 1 nest per 100 square metres). The 
average date of breeding (around the 1st of May) is almost the same as in 
natural breeding sites elsewhere in Britany; few late clutches are laid. 
Fledglings leave the colony before mid)July. Neither predation nor 
cannibalism occurs, and the production of 1.4 fledglings per nest is higher 
than in natural sites.



Roof nesting by gulls for better or worse?
Soldatini, C., Albores)Barajas, Y.V., Mainardi, D., Monaghan, P.

Italian Journal of Zoology, 75 (3), pp. 295)303.

Since the early 1970s in Italy, the yellow)legged gull Larus michahellis has 
been colonizing new kinds of nesting areas, in particular moorland and the 
rooftops of inhabited buildings. The incidence of rooftop colonies is now 
such that the yellow)legged gull has come in many urban areas to be 
regarded as a pest. Yet its colony structure and breeding biology in the 
urban situation in Italy have remained largely undocumented. This paper 
reports observations of yellow)legged gulls breeding in the town of Venice 
and in the surrounding lagoon during the 2003)2005 breeding seasons. The 
aim of this study was to examine the performance of birds breeding in 
natural and urban areas and to investigate the links between the natural and 
the newly established urban colony. For this, we analysed and compared 
factors indicative of breeder quality. Breeding performance was not 
substantially different in the two colonies. This suggests that gulls are 
successfully exploiting a new habitat, adapting to new resources, as other 
opportunistic species do.
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Nests With a View: Distribution, Nest Habitats and Diets of Roof&Breeding 
Common Gulls (Larus canus) in Northern Germany
Ulrike Kubetzki and Stefan Garthe, Waterbirds pp. 602–608 

The Common Gull (Larus canus) is a typical breeding bird species of the Baltic Sea 
coast in Schleswig)Holstein, northern Germany, where it has declined substantially in 
recent decades. Since the mid)1990s, Common Gulls have started to colonize flat 
roofs of buildings, consisting mostly of gravel and small stones. The total number of 
roof)breeding Common Gulls in Schleswig)Holstein is estimated to be at least 400)
450 pairs for the period 2000)2005, with further increasing trends. Minimum 
reproductive performance at two colonies in 2000 was 0.9 and 1.8 fledged chicks 
per nest. The diet at two colonies studied in July 2001 consisted mainly of terrestrial 
food items. The most important prey categories were cherries, lumbricids, insects 
and bivalves. It is concluded that Common Gulls show a flexible response to 
environmental conditions by successfully exploiting a new breeding habitat, by 
reproducing successfully there and by taking benefit of their wide food spectrum to 
exploit man)made sites.











Het meeuwperspectief: waar heeft de soort behoefte aan? 

Voedsel

BroedplekRust

Soortgenoten





Perspectief burger



Perspectief gemeente



Perspectief meeuw



Bekijk vanuit de meeuw: op landschapsniveau!

• Meeuw: opportunistisch, maar ook op zoek naar de plek 
met de beste omstandigheden.

• Meeuw: koloniebroeder, op succesvolle plekken komen 
steeds meer meeuwen

• Meeuw: populaties in steden hangen samen



Voorbeeld:

De Visdief (Sterna hirundo))

















symptoombestrijding







Sterneiland Zeebrugge





Aanbevelingen aanpak Alterra

• Zoek oplossing op regionaal / provinciaal niveau ipv 
gemeentelijk

• onderzoek geschikte alternatieve broedlocaties die 
voordelen opleveren voor mens en meeuw

• monitor meeuwenoverlast in steden, kijk waar voedsel 
e.d. vandaan komt.

• na inrichten alternatieve locatie, ga intensief meeuwen 
ontmoedigen in de stad te broeden

• monitor verspreiding meeuwen op grote schaal, in en 
buiten de stad





Kansen voor aanpak

Budget van gemeenten, provincie en andere partijen bij elkaar

Benut Kennisvraag LNV

9 februari prof. Dr. Philippe Clergeau in NL

Samenwerking met kustvogelproject Alterra


