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Natural beaches in The Netherlands
The importance of beach reserves
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Beach fixation (since ca. 1850): Recreation: Beach cleaning: Beach nourishment for coastal
defence (since 1979):

- controlled morphodynamics - disturbance - disturbance - habitat destruction for beach and

- fixation of white dunes - higher predation due to waste deposition - compaction of the beach foreshore communities

- decreased natural growth of white dunes - compaction of the beach - removal of drift lines - compaction of the beach

- less natural variation in habitats - introduction of allochtonous sand (of
unnatural grain size);
- disturbance

Current trends without habitat protection Current trends if habitat is protected
Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) in The Netherlands Kentish Plover (Charadrius alexandrinus) in Germany near Juist
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Toward natural beaches in the Netherlands!
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